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COAL FIELDS OF SOUTHERN UTAH.
Report by the Geological Survey.

The existence of coal beds of workable thickness in the southern
part of Utah has been known since the country was settled by the
Mormons in the middle of the last century, but the isolation of the
region has prevented development and less is known of the coal fields
of southern Utah than of any others in the United States. Only a
few small mines have been opened in the vicinity of settlements near
the coal outcrops, and practically the entire region is unprospected.
The completion of the San Pedro, Los Angeles and Salt Lake Railroad,
however, has aroused interest in this area, and although the railroad
is 40 miles from the nearest coal, a branch line could easily be con-
structed across the Escalante Desert between Lund and Cedar City.
Very little has been published concerning the coal of southern Utah,

and no systematic study was undertaken until 1906, when Willis T.
Lee, of the United States Geological Survey, made a preliminary ex-
amination of the deposits in Iron County. In the summer of 1907 a
party under George B. Richardson, of the Survey, examined the Har-
mony, Colob, and Kanab fields in eastern Iron and Washington coun-
ties and western Kane County. Mr. Richardson’s report on this area
has just been issued by the Survey as a chapter in Bulletin 341-C, the
publication of which has been much delayed by a fire at the engraver’s
-which destroyed the maps illustrating it.�U. S. Geol. Purvey.

TO REMOVE FIXED STOPPERS.
In the Scientific American for January 2, 1909, Mr. Randolph Boiling

suggests that the bottles be inverted in a mixture of crushed ice and

calcium chlorid crystals, taking care that the freezing solution does

not touch the lips of the bottles. After standing twenty minutes

each stopper was removed without the slightest exertion. This is the

neatest and safest way to remove stoppers from bromine bottles and

other corrosive chemicals. A. L. S.

ARTESIAN WATERS OF FLORIDA.
New Map of the State in Preparation.

Few people who travel through Florida realize the range of altitude

in the State. Between Jacksonville and Gainesville the country ap-

pears so level and unbroken that the traveler may be excused for be-

lieving that the State is perfectly flat except where it is cut into by

streams like the St. John’s and the Santa Fe. As flowing artesian wells

are abundant along the east coast many believe that by drilling deep

enough they can also be obtained in the center of the State, but this

is not true. Notwithstanding its flat appearance, the land rises from

elevations near sea level at Jacksonville to 210 feet above it at High-

land, and the greater part of central Florida ranges from 50 to 200 feet

above tide; and even as far south as Lakeland there are a few points

above 200 feet. In northwestern Florida the altitude in places reaches

nearly 300 feet, and the hills in this part of the State make the eleva-

tions more apparent to the eye..�V. S. Geol. Surrey.




